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High Tea with Mrs Woo case study 


CT ife is like a cup of tea, it’s 

all in how you make it’ is 
the philosophy of the Chinese- 
Australian sister design team behind 
the women’s wear label High Tea with 
Mrs Woo. The three-sister design 
team — Rowena, Juliana and Angela 
Foong, of Chinese-Malaysian born 
cultural heritage — migrated with 
their family to Newcastle, Australia 
in 1988, where they are still based 
today. Rowena and Juliana have 
backgrounds in Graphic Design and 
Visual Communication whilst Angela 
has a double degree in Economics 
and Commerce, having worked for 
Deloitte Touche Tomatsu in Sydney 
and San Francisco. They launched 
their label in the summer of 2004, 
and have since won the Austrade 
Powerhouse Market Development 
Award at the 2005 NSW Mercedes 
Benz Start-Up Awards and have 
exhibited at the Victoria & Albert 
Museum (London) and OBJECT 
Gallery (Sydney). They have also 
shown their work on the runways of 


Australian Fashion Week (Sydney and 
Melbourne), Shanghai Fashion Week 
(China) and Lake Macquarie City 
Art Gallery (Regional Australia). Teir 
designs can be found across Australia, 
New Zealand and Europe (Italy). The 
girls really enjoy being involved in all 
kinds of events, charities, community 
forums and discussion panels. They 
have had the honour to share their 
experiences through The Powerhouse 
Museum, Craft Australia, Australian 
Network of Art and Technology 
(ANAT), Australain Graphic Design 
Association, Canberra Institute of 
Technology (CIT) and many others. 

‘High Tea with Mrs Woo is a style 
that fuses Western influences with 
Eastern charm to create an unusual 
and striking flavour,’ say the sisters. 
‘We love to bake a good story 
and throw together unexpected 
ingredients in our designs, combining 
unusual patterns and textures with 
a strong, rich colour palette. We 
are inspired by family, everyday life 


experiences, cinema and travel. It 


influences the way we visualise our 
work - conjuring up scenes, mood, 
meaning and expression for our 
designs.’ 


The three sister design team of HIGH 
TEA WITH MRS WOO, from left to right: 
Angela, Juliana, Rowena 


Source: www. highteawithmrswoo.com.au 
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‘vendetta’ — from Shanghai Fashion 
Week, ‘Assembly’ collection 


Week, ‘Assembly’ collection 


‘knit_red’ — from Shanghai Fashion From Australian Fashion Week, 
‘On Seeing and Noticing’ Collection 
Brad Hick @ SixPhotography 


From Australian Fashion Week, 
‘On Seeing and Noticing’ Collection 
Brad Hick @ SixPhotography 


HIGH TEA WITH MRS WOO — HIDDEN — AUGUST 2007 COLLECTION 


Inspired by the shadowy 
darkness and seduction of film 
noir, Hidden is a study of aesthetics 
that obscures and uncovers secrets 
and fatalism. This collection plays 
on garments as a second skin for 
revealing and concealing the body. 
The mysterious character of the 
femme fatale is explored by the 


permutation of distinctly soft lines 
and hard edges. The traditionally 
‘male’ dress shirt is reconfigured 
into feminine form. She lures her 
rivals with the swish of her split- 
personality sketchy blossom skirt 
and lassoes them in with her chain 
of soft neckties. She devours them in 
ensembles of inky black lace, peeling 


dresses in dusty gold and pleated 
skirts in wine. Slivers of silk fold 
into terracotta cotton canvas collars, 
exposing skin and seams of delicate 
Ming-vase blues — revealing hidden 
intentions, concealing furor and 


fragility. 


‘Unfolding Florence’ 


‘Swing Shift’ 


www.highteawithmrswoo.com.au 


© Cengage Learning Australia Pty Ltd 2012 TEXD12CS220058 Current issues that affect the textiles industry www.nelsonnet.com.au 


